PHP21 IMPACT OF DISCONTINUITY IN HEALTH INSURANCE ON RESOURCE UTILIZATION
Shah ND, Banerjee R Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA OBJECTIVES: Public insurance for the poor (Medicaid) in the United States often results in poor continuity of coverage due to the phenomenon of "churning." Churning occurs when individuals lose and regain coverage in a short period of time. Gaps occur within the Medicaid program because of changes in family circumstances that make individuals ineligible for public insurance or because of administrative complexity that result in failure to renew coverage. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the impact of insurance transitions on health care utilization among the publicly insured non-elderly. METHODS: We used the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) for years [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] for this study. MEPS provides monthly insurance status and resource utilization. Additionally, MEPS contains detailed demographic, socioeconomic and health status information. We estimated the number of transitions for an individual using monthly insurance data. We estimated resource utilization using the total number of inpatient hospitalizations, emergency room visits, outpatient visits, and total number of prescriptions. Number of inpatient hospitalization and emergency room visits were modeled using zero-inflated negative binomial models, while outpatient visits and prescription drugs were modeled using negative binomial models. RESULTS: Our sample has 35,779 individuals, of whom 10,754 had one transition into or out of Medicaid and 2,448 had more than one transition. We find that individuals with multiple transitions tend to have 46% more hospitalizations and use the emergency room 13% more. However, these individuals have 37% lower prescription drug utilization and 12% less outpatient physician visits relative to those who are continuously insured by Medicaid. CONCLUSION: Utilization of emergency and inpatient services were significantly higher, while use of outpatient care and prescription drugs was significantly lower for beneficiaries with interruption in Medicaid coverage. These findings point to the need for further research to assess the impact of churning in this population.
PHP22 THE GREEK PHARMACEUTICAL EXPENDITURE DATA: EFFECTS OF THE NATIONAL ACCOUNTS' REVISION
Kousoulakou H 1 , Kyriopoulos J 2 1 Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research, Athens, Greece, 2 National School of Public Health, Athens, Greece OBJECTIVES: In September 2006, the National Statistical Service of Greece revised the system of National Accounts. In this framework, significant increases took place in the data describing the pharmaceutical market, the overall picture of which has completely changed. The study aims to present these changes, as well as highlight some remarkable (or even questionable) characteristics of the revision. METHODS: Data from official sources relating to pharmaceuticals' production, external trade, expenditure and sales were collected and analyzed, in an effort to synthesize the overall picture of the pharmaceutical market and provide a comparative instrument for the revised data. RESULTS: Under the new data, the pharmaceutical market bears two significant changes: a) private pharmaceutical expenditure accounts for 47.5% of total expenditure-against 22% which was the case before the revision, and b) data on the demand side appear to exceed supply-side data-the latter including parallel exports. The disproportional rise in pharmaceutical expenditure (58% on average for the years [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] led to an increase in pharmaceuticals' share to both health care expenditure and GDP. Moreover, the increase was totally attributable to a shift in private pharmaceutical expenditure-which was tripled-whereas public expenditure remained at the before-the-revision levels. However, such an increase contravenes both the fact that pharmaceuticals in Greece are mainly reimbursed by Social Insurance and the fact that the pharmaceutical market is heavily regulated and-in general-"hidden economy" phenomena do not exist. Furthermore, the increase is not supported by the results of the 2005 Household Budget Survey. CONCLUSION: The revised data raise questions on the relationship of public-private pharmaceutical expenditure and supply-demand market data, and entail the risk of leading to irrational decision making for both policy makers and pharmaceutical companies.
PHP23 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RISKS FOR LIFESTYLE-RELATED DISEASES AND MEDICAL EXPENSES AFTER 10 YEARS OF METABOLIC SYNDROME
Sakamaki H 1 , Kitazawa T 2 , Hasegawa T 2 1 Meijo University, Nagoya, Japan, 2 Toho University School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan OBJECTIVES: This study was conducted to clarify the relationship between lifestyle-related diseases and medical expenses after 10 years of metabolic syndrome. METHODS: The subjects of analysis were 2165 people who were randomly selected from a population insured by the government-managed health insurance. The test results of 1993 were used to divide the subjects of analysis into the following 4 groups, and the diseases and medical expenses of each group were examined for 2003. Group 1 had no abnormality in any of the four test RESULTS: BMI, blood pressure, lipid levels, and glucose metabolism. Group 2 was not obese but had abnormality in one or more of the other three tested categories. Group 3 was only obese or obese and had abnormality in one of the other three tested categories. Group 4 had metabolic syndrome. In this study, the lifestyle-related diseases were diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, cerebrovascular disease, and ischemic heart disease. RESULTS: The risk of each lifestyle-related disease was examined by odds ratio adjusted by sex and age in comparing Groups 2, 3, and 4 with Group 1. The odds ratios of Groups 2, 3, and 4 were higher than that of Group 1. In Group 4, there were significant differences in all diseases. Analysis of covariance adjusted for sex and age was performed, and medical expenses were compared between each group. As a result, the total amount of annual medical expenses in 2003 was 52,470 yen for Group 1, 82,120 yen for Group 2, 72,720 yen for Group 3, and 109,660 yen for Group 4. The medical expenses were significantly higher in Group 4 compared with Group 1. CONCLUSION: The risks of lifestyle-related Abstracts A367
